
 
Date:  July 8, 2020 
TO:   DuPage County School Leaders 
FROM:   Karen Ayala, MPH, Executive Director 

Rashmi Chugh, MD, MPH, Medical Officer 
SUBJECT: Interim COVID-19 Prevention Guidance and Considerations for Schools 

 
With the shared understanding that the DuPage County Health Department, as a certified local health 
department, under the Illinois Administrative Code, has no formal legal authority to provide specific 
endorsement or enforcement for local school district COVID-19 policies, the DuPage County Health Department 
would like to provide the following public health guidelines regarding face coverings and social distancing. 
 
These guidelines/recommendations are offered to assist school leaders in creating the safer school 
environments, while reducing the risks of unnecessary virus exposure, whenever possible. These guidelines are 
based upon both the Illinois Department of Public Health and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
are intended to support the public health interests of the school community. 
 
SPECIFIC GUIDANCE: 
With respect to expected safety measures, public health recommendations continue to include the standard of 
6-feet distance between and around persons in addition to face coverings. 
 
It is also important to note face shields should not be used in lieu of face coverings/masks. Face shields and face 
masks serve different protective purposes and masks are currently understood to be effective as a form of 
source control to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Few exceptions to this expectation are supported by public 
health and are outlined in guidance issued by the Illinois State Board of Education on 6/30/2020: 
www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-Part-3-Transition-Guidance.pdf. 
 
Understanding challenges associated with maintaining 6-feet distance, public health recommendations do not 
change but instead remind everyone to understand there is risk associated with any reopening. Additional 
considerations to address risk are provided by the CDC: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019- 
ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html. We agree that if this requirement reduces the amount of time 
children are present in school, harm may outweigh potential benefits. While every effort should be made to 
maintain this physical separation, every school district needs to make decisions regarding prioritizing based 
upon specific and unique elements of the school building and classrooms. 
 
To close, this guidance is effective and relevant as of this date, with the expectation that as our understanding of 
the virus and impacts on health change, this guidance will need to be revised and updated as well. Our shared 
goal with this guidance is to assure that DuPage County schools are doing everything possible to reduce known 
risks, stay open, and remain operational during the COVID-19 pandemic in the upcoming months. 
 
We look forward to our ongoing discussion with school leaders and appreciate your continued partnership as we 
work through these challenges—TOGETHER! 
 


